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Development of updated criteria

for peer review at provider level



The team: EQAVET NRPs

FIN, AUT, CRO, SLO, EST

Joined activity took place 

from 2017-2021 using funds

for EQAVET NRPs



Main results of common development activity
1. Manual: 

European quality areas and criteria for VET
Available at: 

2.    Leaflet with short description: Available at: 

3.    Testing the criteria through peer reviews

(at 2 VET providers in each country)

School directors experiences available at: 

4.    Trainings for peers

(national and transnational; 

in-person and on-line) 

European Peer Review Quality 

Areas and Criteria for VET

European Peer Review 

Quality Areas and Criteria for 

VET providers (eqavet-nrp-

slo.si)

arqavet - YouTube

https://www.eqavet-nrp-slo.si/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/European_Peer_Review_QA_and_Criteria_for_VET_web.pdf
https://www.eqavet-nrp-slo.si/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Peer-review-QA-Criteria-for-VET-leaflet.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/user/arqavet


What is peer review

at VET provider level



Basic sources and literature on peer review: 

(2007) Gutknecht-Gmeiner, M. (ed.): European Peer Review 

Manual for initial VET. Vienna: Austrian Institut for Research on 

Vocational Training. Available at: http://www.peer-review-

network.eu/pages/manual/manual-vet.php

In following languages

English, German, Catalan, Czech, Danish, Dutch, Finnish, 

Hungarian, Italian, Norwegian, Portugese, Romanian, Slovakian, 

Slovenian, Spanish, Turkish

(2011) Koski, L. (ed.): Peer review impact guidelines. Helsinki: 

National Board of Education. Available at: 

https://www.oph.fi/en/statistics-and-

publications/publications/peer-review-impact-guidelines

(2011) Gutknecht-Gmeiner, M.: Peer review assessment tool. 

Helsinki: National Board of Education. Available at: 

https://www.oph.fi/en/statistics-and-

publications/publications/peer-review-impact-guidelines

(2021) Vacker, R. (ed.): European Peer Review Quality Areas and

Criteria for Vocational Education and Training (VET). Helsinki: 

National Board of Education. Available at: European Peer 

Review Quality Areas and Criteria for Vocational Education and 

Training (VET) (eqavet-nrp-slo.si)

Basic concept and
description

Peer review
impact

Peer review
criteria FIN, AUT, EST, CRO,    

SLO
developing from

2017-2021

http://www.peer-review-network.eu/pages/manual/manual-vet.php
https://www.oph.fi/en/statistics-and-publications/publications/peer-review-impact-guidelines
https://www.oph.fi/en/statistics-and-publications/publications/peer-review-impact-guidelines
https://www.eqavet-nrp-slo.si/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/European_Peer_Review_QA_and_Criteria_for_VET_web.pdf




The community of peer schools in Slovenia –

from 2020 

LEGEND:

reviewed VET providers

VET providers, offering peers

Training needed to 

become a „peer“

Skupnos-

kolegialnih-sol-

Promo.pdf 

(eqavet-nrp-

slo.si)

https://www.eqavet-nrp-slo.si/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Skupnos-kolegialnih-sol-Promo.pdf


Peer Review Process

leaflet with short

description: 

European Peer 

Review Quality Areas 

and Criteria for VET 

providers (eqavet-

nrp-slo.si)

TPR video FI -

YouTube

Peer Review Criteria

https://www.eqavet-nrp-slo.si/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Peer-review-QA-Criteria-for-VET-leaflet.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uflwbAinNtY


The role of stakeholders in 

peer review

Groups of interviewees in School Centre Celje, 2020:

• Leadership of School Centre, peer facilitator, principal, 

2 assistants of principal, workshops managers

• Representatives of School Quality Team (3)

• Students (7)

• Teachers (2 general subjects, 2 VET subjects, 2 WBL 

coordinator, 2 school consultants)

• Parents (2)

• Representatives of employers (employers that offer 

WBL for students or employ students after graduation -

2) 

providing feedback in

relation to selected criteria

Shall be the groups and

roles of stakeholders in 

COVE additionally

reconidered before

implementing peer review?



European peer review criteria

at VET provider level











National – transnational

context of peer review



The context of peer review

NATIONAL

- national or European

criteria for peer review in 

VET 

- peers coming from

national VET providers

TRANSNATIONAL

- European criteria for peer

review in VET 

- Transnational peer reviews 

involve international peers 

that assess VET providers 

alongside national peers.



Peer review in Slovenia

Peer review on national level:

national team of peers

Peer review on transnational level:

transnational team of peers



From the national peer training towards

transnational peer training

At national peer training in Ljubljana in 2020 

At transnational peer training in Finland in 
2019 - joining forces inside EQAVET network

How can

we do 

more in 

less time?

+ aspect: 
international 
dimension



In person – on line (remote) 

format 

of peer review



From transnational peer review in person 

towards transnational peer review on-line

After international peer review in School
centre Velenje in 2018

On-line transnational peer review in Slovenia in 2020
- Final oral feedback at peer review visit

Coping

with lock

down

situation



From transnational peer training in person 

toward transnational peer training on-line

At international peer training in Finland

On-line international seminar on experiences with peer
review in 2021

(Estonia, Finland, Croatia and Slovenia)  Coping 

with lock 

down 

situation



Benefits of peer review



Common activity of FIN, EST, CRO and SLO:

Plans for 2021-2023

➢ Need analysis and conceptual plan, which will serve in a 

future as starting point to develop an e-platform for VET 

providers in Europe, to use peer review as  a complementary 

and effective mean of quality development (QD)

➢ on-line training for new transnational peers from EU countries 

➢ peer reviews with transnational teams of peers in each of four 

countries

➢ transnational on-line seminar on impact of peer review on QD 

of VET providers



European Peer 

Review Quality Areas 

and Criteria for VET

https://www.eqavet-nrp-slo.si/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/European_Peer_Review_QA_and_Criteria_for_VET_web.pdf


Thank you!


